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Al Ruwais Police Station

The old Police Station in the village of Al Ruwais on the northern coast of Qatar was built in 1955, and photos from the early 1970s
show that even then it stood almost isolated a few hundred meters to the east of the village, overlooking the sea. Historically,
police stations were often constructed close to harbour locations to provide security, but they also doubled as customs posts and
monitored the boat traffic entering or leaving town.

The police station in Al Ruwais shares a common design with similar structures that were built during the 1950s all along the
coast of Qatar: It has an oblong plan and consists of a square guard room with an attached observation tower and an internal
staircase leading to its observation platform. Next to the guard room was a holding cell for arrested perpetrators.

The walls of the building are quite solid and instead of windows, the building has several narrow, vertical embrasures that allowed
to observe the outside and, if necessary, to shoot from them. There is no doubt that this building could be defended, if the little
fortress would have been attacked.

The Police Station’s conservation was carried out by the Department of Architectural Conservation of Qatar Museums between
2013 and 2015 and consisted in the removal of modern additions and of damaged areas of walls, floors, plaster, doors and
windows, as well as recent electric installation and their replacement using local materials and traditional techniques. The inner
ceiling (danshal) was reconstructed by using, historically correct, East African mangrove beams and palm-leaf mats. In order to
give the timber antifungal and fire resistance, they were kept submerged in the sea for three days, after which they were dried
In the sun for another three days. A special pre-mixed plaster, modified with polypropylene fiber which has similar characteris-
tics as traditional plaster was used as a coating for the exterior walls. The main components for the plaster, however, are oven-
dried sand, slaked lime and white cement, preventing the stone walls and its surface from gathering humidity and rendering the
interior damp.
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