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Al Ruwais Mosque

The mosque of Al Ruwais, founded probably at the end of the 17th century, holds a prominent position in the country’'s history
as the oldest standing mosque in the State of Qatar. Naturally, due to its long history, the mosque underwent several phases of
destruction, rebuilding and alterations, and the current mosque was built only in the 1940s by Ezzedine bin Ahmed bin Kasseb
Al Rifai Al Sada on the ruins of an older one. In the 1970s, the top of the mosque’'s minaret was hit by lightning and had to be
replaced, and on this occasion, the minaret's outer wall was rebuilt with bricks, made of crushed seashells which was the
favoured construction material at the time. Nevertheless, soon after, the mosque was abandoned in favour of new and modern
mosques equipped with air-conditioning and other facilities. The building was neglected for a long period and suffered from
harsh environmental conditions, which resulted in longitudinal cracks along the walls, the collapse of portions of the roof due to
humidity and the infiltration of seawater into the mosque’s foundations. In spite of all these damages, the mosque had preserved
Its old character and authenticity which is why Qatar Museums launched a project to rescue this important monument.

Prior to its conservation between 2014-2016, Qatar Museums’ Department of Archaeology carried out trial excavations inside the
prayer hall, in order to retrieve information about the conditions of the mosque’s foundations, as well as to shed light on earlier
phases of the building and the site in general. The team excavated in five spots outside the mosque and also inside the building
between the pillars of the courtyard arcade. The investigations showed that the building foundations had not been set very deeply
and were adjusted to the relief of the ground underneath. Especially the eastern and western walls of the mosque follow the
outline of the slope on which the mosque was built. Fragments of painted cooking pot wares, so called Julfar Ware, found in the
layers underneath the foundations of the northern wall of the mosque, date from the 19th century.

The strategy of restoration encompassed several phases, ranging from a complete study and documentation of the building to
strengthening the walls, removing collapsed sections of the ceiling and monitoring structural cracks and fissures. Additionally,
a series of studies was carried out, such as the analysis of the soil and the foundations, aiming at seeking solutions to prevent
the negative impact of seawater on the foundations and the walls. The conservation works consisted in the removal of damaged
areas within walls, floors, plaster, doors, windows and ceilings and their replacement with similar elements and materials in
order to preserve the authenticity of this heritage building. Moreover, the mosque was complemented with new neighboring
service buildings including an ablution-bathroom, parking and a maintenance room, to make the mosque accessible again to the
local community. Planted outdoor areas and paved walkways have been added as a buffer zone to preserve the appearance of

the mosque within the modern urban environment.
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