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The Ras Bu Omran Rescue Excavation

The peninsula of Ras Bu Omran is part of the Al Shamal Municipality and situated just between the towns of Al Ruwais and Aba Al
Dhaloof. It is one of the northernmost points of the Qatari Peninsula, protects the coast of Al Ruwais against northwesterly winds
and forms a natural bay.

Already during one of the earliest archaeological expeditions in Qatar during the 1960°'s, Danish archaeologists discovered some
prehistoric remains on the Ras Bu Omran peninsula, including fire places and stone tools which showed the archaeological
importance of the peninsula.

In early 2018 the Public Works (Ashghal) started to build a coastal walking path (Corniche) in this area which follows the entire
shore of the peninsula. During the construction of the Corniche, archaeologists of Qatar Museums’ Archaeology Department
observed pre-modern materials such as pottery and porcelain sherds, bones, shells and glass bangle fragments that were spread
across an area of approximately 2.6ha. It was decided to carry out a rescue excavation in order to document the remains under
threat and understand the archaeological potential of the site.

Three areas were excavated in different locations of the Corniche in order to understand the extent of the archaeological area:
The first trench cut through an old midden (garbage and ash dump) from where numerous ceramic and pottery objects could
be recovered. In a second trench, the foundation walls of a large building, measuring 15m x 10m, were excavated. Its walls
were up to 60cm wide and are well preserved. Only a small part of the interior of the building has been excavated until now. But
well-constructed floors at different heights show that this building had several building phases and was in use for a long time.
Another structure was found in the third trench, a long, rectangular room measuring 9m x 4m. It is still not clear whether this
room was just a single building or whether there were further rooms connected to it. In the northeastern corner of this room,
three ovens (tananir) were found; and it can be argued that this part of the building was used as a kitchen.

Based on a preliminary analysis of the archaeological material, the site might date to 16th-17th centuries. This Is surprising, as
of now only a few other settlements from such an early period are known to have existed along the northeastern coast of Qatar.
The site has great potential to provide new data about this period and Qatar’s connection to the other parts of the world, which

exemplified by imported pottery.
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